WHAT IS THE SKELETAL SYSTEM?           
It is a system which (che) includes all the bones (ossa) and joints (articolazioni) in the                                                              body.
WHAT IS A BONE?
It is a living organ wich (che) is made up of many cells (cellule), protein fibers and minerals.
WHAT IS THE FUNCTION (FUNZIONE) OF THE SKELETON (SCHELETRO)?
The skeleton has got a lot of functions:

- it supports (= sostiene) our body (=corpo)

- it protects our organs such (come) as our brain (=cervello), our heart (=cuore) etc…

- it provides (fornisce) attachment points for our muscles (muscoli)

- it produces blood cells (cellule del sangue)

- it acts (agisce) as a warehous (come un magazzino) for calcium and iron (ferro).

HOW MANY BONES ARE THERE IN OUR SKELETON?
In an adult body, there are 206 bones.
WHAT ABOUT  (=COSA CIRCA=COSA DICIAMO CIRCA) THE SKULL (CAPO)?
The skull is composed of 22 bones which (che) are fused together except for the mandible. The mandible is a manovable bone.

The function of the skull is to protect the brain from damage (da danni). 

In a child the bones are separate so it can grow (crescere). Then the bones fuse together as an adult.
WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE VERTEBRAL COLUMN?
We have got 26 vertebrale which (=che) have got different names:

- 7 cervical vertebrae 

- 12 thoracic vertebrae 

- 5 lumbar vertebrae 

- 1 sacrum vertebra 

-1 coccy
DO WE KNOW DIFFERENT TYPES OF BONES?  
There are:  1) LONG BONES: they are very long, they are responsible for the bulk (grosso) of our weigh (=peso). They have a cavity in the centre. Examples of long bones include:

the femur, the tibia, the fibula.
2) SHORT BONES: they have a round (rotonda) shape. They are about as long as they are wide (sono tanto lunghe quanto ampie). The carpal bones of the wrist (polso) and the tarsal bones of the foot (piede) are examples of short bones. 3) FLAT BONES: they are thin (sottili), they have not got a cavity. The ribs and hip bones (ossa dei fianchi) are all flat bones.
